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SCHOOL RBPOET. 


. The School Committee of Palmer present a general 
statement of the condition of the several schools in the 
town for the past year, not merely because the law of the 
State wisely requires it, hut because they hope by so 
doing' it will awaken an increased interest in the minds of 
the people, in the 'cause of common school education. 
hTo subject so essentially concerns every indi'vidual in 
society, as that of the proper education of the youth. 
Every honorable pursuit of business demands for its own 
success and prosperity, that all the youth should attend 
school regularly, and receive good educations. There is 
m.uch every year, omitted and committed by the School 
Committee, teachers, pupils, and parents, that should 
produce wise consideration of the subject, and remit in 
the permanent elevation of the schools of this town, which 
for many years past, have been the lowest in the State, 
with the exception of from forty to fifty towns. The 
schools of the town of Ware, (a manufacturing town,) are 
the best attended, with the exception of about fifty towns 
and cities. The other adjoining towns occupy more than 
medium positions. These facts should forcibly touch the 
pride of the people of this town, and stimulate them to 
much greater exertions in behalf of the schools. Two 
years ago, this town was the two hundred and ninety-sixth in 
the State, now, judging by the l^t State School Eeport, 
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it is about tbe two bundred and fifteenth, a gain of eighty- 
one towns. The whole number of scholars in the town 
between the ages of five and fifteen years, on the first of 
last May, was seven hundred and sixty-seven. The whole 
number attending school the summer term was seven 
hundred and eight, averaging five hundred and eighty. 
The whole number attended winter term, was six hundred 
and eighty-two, averaging five hundred and twenty-three, 
which is a good increase over the previous year. It will 
be seen in the more detailed report, that, in a large 
majority of the districts, the attendance of pupils has 
been very creditable, and that but two or three districts need 
to ^ more fully do dheir duty, to bring the schools of this 
town up to a very respectable position in the State. 

The schools in most cases, the past year, have been 
entrusted to experienced teachers, and have been very 
successfully conducted. Three schools have been taught 
two years, another the same length of time excepting one 
term, and one three years excepting one term, and/owr one 
year, without change of teachers. Two or three schools 
have suffered from the incompetency of teachers to gov¬ 
ern them. 

TEACHEES. 

The education of the youth of our country being of 
great importance, it becomes very essential that they be 
entrusted to well qualified teachers, in order that the first 
impressions upon the plastic mind may be made in the 
right way, and with the right spirit. 

“ The mind, impressible and soft, with ease 
Imbibes and copies that she hears and sees; 

And, through life’s labyrinth holds fast the clew 
That first instruction gives her, false or true.’^ 

Doctor Channing once said that, “ It is more essential 
to the prosperity of a school that it have a good teacher, 
than it is to the^prosperity of a nation that it have good 
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rulers.” There is probably no class of public servants 
whose influence is more generally and sensibly felt in a 
community, than that exerted by the teachers of the 
common schools, as a spirit of secession or union^ peace or 
discord^ is most surely to be soon manifested from their 
conduct. The good teacher, that is, the one naturally 
adapted to the business, soon unites the pupils and the 
people in the district, in his favor, and his school becomes 

pillar of strength in society, while the unsuitable teacher, 
as surely divides the district, or unites it agaipst him. The 
influence of the good teacher secures the cheerful attend¬ 
ance of all the youth, particularly those the most exposed 
to crime, and inclined to grow up in ignorance, and be¬ 
come moths of society. 

It is a very high, and difiicult attainment to be a well 
qualified and successful teacher. To be able to impartially 
regulate and control from thirty to fifty uneasy children, 
possessing as many different dispositions, and representing 
all classes of people in society; ^^to keep them busily 
.engaged, and interested in their studies during school 
hours ; properly explain and illustrate the various subjects 
continually arising in a school-room; encourage and ani¬ 
mate the timid and dull, and sufliciently dignified to com¬ 
mand respect, at the same time, so friendly and familiar, 
as to secure the good will of the scholars, are qualifications 
rare and valuable.” 

GKADED SCHOOLS. 

The Town at the last Annual Meeting, instead of mak¬ 
ing provision fo*r the maintenance of a High School, 
voted to raise four hundred dollars, and appropriate it 
equally between the four village school districts, to aid in 
the support of a Graded School in each of the villages, 
for the benefit of the youth of the town. It was also 
voted, to authorize the Prudential Committee of the 
several school districts, to hire the teachers, thereby 
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giving the School Committee no more jurisdiction over 
these schools than over the others. Hence, the district 
agents have selected the teachers, and have endeavored 
to secure those every way qualified to meet the wants and 
wishes^ of the public. The highest graded school at 
Bondville, has been taught by male teachers, during the 
year, qualified to teach all the branches that persons are 
required to be competent to teach in high schools, at 
which all scholars, desirous of studying the languages, 
could have attended. The other schools have been 
entrusted to teachers qualified to teach the higher 
branches of mathematics, and Latin. The theory of one 
paded school in each village, for the benefit of the town, 
is^a good one, and with proper encouragement by the peo¬ 
ple, will do much to elevate all the schools of the town, 
and be a great improvement upon the course adopted in 
former years. 

There are quite a large number of youth in each of the 
villages and the other distrfcts, who have studied Latin 
and French, and others who should commence them an¬ 
other season, and it seems injustice will be done if liberal 
provisions are not made for them to acquire their edu¬ 
cation mainly in these schools. Citizens of Palmer, you 
can' educate your children cheaper and better at home 
than abroad. The Committee will take the liberty to 
suggest, that these graded schools in future be wholly 
entrusted to the School Committee of the town, in order 
that there may be as^much uniformity of teachers and 
expenses as possible. That there be three terms of graded 
schools, of at least three months each, in each of the vil¬ 
lages, a year, and be kept by teachers qualified to give 
instruction in the higher branches of mathematics, and in 
Latin and French. Competent female teachers can be 
secured to take the schools, at twenty-five to twenty-eight 
dollars per month. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL COM¬ 
MITTEE. 

The School Committee met at Thorndike, March 26th, 
1862 • Rev. J. W. Tuck chosen Chairman, D. Granger, 
Secretary, and Superintendent of Schools. The Rev. J. 
W. Tuck resigned as School Committee, the 19th of 
April following. 

At a meeting of the remaining School Committee and 
the Selectmen of Palmer, August 8th, 1862, Dwight M. 
Stehbins was elected School Committee, to serve m the 
place of Rev. Mr. Tuck, resigned. 

OLD CENTER DISTRICT NO. 1. 

The school in this district, for the past year, has been 
taught by Miss Helen King, resident of the same. The 
Summer Term was. her first attempt at teaching school, 
■which was so successful that her services were secured 
through the year. Her labors during the Winter Term 
were greatly increased by the attendance of several large 
boys, whose examples, were injurious to the progress of 
the school. However, she succeeded as well as could be 
reasonably expected. The pupils, during the year, made 
fair progress. Whole number of scholars in district, 
twenty-six. Average attendance, twenty-three; eighty- 
eight and one-half per cent. 

THREE RIVERS DISTRICT, NO. 2. 

PRIMAEY DEPARTMENT. 

It is sufficient to say, that the school in this department 
the past year, has been under the charge of Miss Loraine 
Atwood, a resident of the district, and a teacher of sev¬ 
eral years* experience there. This was her first attempt 
to teach this department, and, though not quite so well 
adapted as to a higher grade of school, she succeeded in 
keeping good order, and securing a fair progress of the 
pupils in their studies. The school in the summer and 
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winter was so very largely attended, that no one could do 
justice to them. 

GBAMMAB (OB GBABEb) BEPABTMENT, 

The Summer and Autumn Terms were taught by Miss 
^usan W. Owen, of Belchertown, an experienced teacher. 
Both the terms were very successfully conducted. The 

pupils made good progress. Miss Owen is an excellent 
teacher. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. George B. Dusin- 
berre, of Wilbraham Academy. His experience as teacher 
was quite limited, but he succeeded quite well, with so 
very large a school. This term was considered a graded 
school, in pursuance of the vote of the town at its last an¬ 
nual meeting. The schools of this district, for several 
years past, have been decidedly too large for two depari- 
menis, &t least two terms in the year, by the youth residing 
in it. Hence, by opening this department for the recep¬ 
tion of certain scholars out of the district, without increas¬ 
ing number of only increased the evil of 

crowded schools. It was ascertained in the early part of 
the term, that several scholars, over fifteen years of age 
(whose parents resided out of this town,) came into this 
town for the purpose of attending the school, and do 
chores for their board, for citizens of the district. Com¬ 
plaint was made to the Superintendent, of the fact, and 
after consideration, they were very reluctantly excluded 
from the school, by virtue of the following statute law : 

“ With the consent of the School Committee first obtained, chil¬ 
dren between the ages of five fifteen years, may attend school in 
cities and towns other than those in which their parents and guar¬ 
dians reside; but whenever a child resides in a city or town different 
from that of the residence of the parent or guardian, for the sole 
purpose of attending school there, the parent or guardian of such 
child shall be liable to pay such city or town, for tuition, a sum'equal 
to the average expense per scholar for such school, for the period the 
child shall have so attended.” 
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Whole number of scholars in the district, between five 
and fifteen years, one hundred and twenty-four. Whole 
number attending, one hundred and eighteen ; averaging 
ninety; seventy-three per cent. 

DEPOT DISTRICT NO. 3. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

This department has been under the charge of Miss 
Eliza J. Tupper for three years past, excepting one term^ 
and it has prospered very successfully^ proving herself to be 
a superior teacher. The winter term was suddenly closed 
in consequence of the small pox breaking out in this vil¬ 
lage. 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

The Summer Term was taught by Mrs. Harriet Morgan 
of this district, who had taught here previously, and some 
of the parents and children contracted a prejudice against 
her, which existed to a limited extent when she com¬ 
menced her services this term. A strong opposition con¬ 
tinued through the term, which prevented the success 
that follows from a united school in behalf of the teacher. 
The youth who attended regularly made very creditable 
progress. 

The Autumn Term was taught by Miss Jennie E. Tup¬ 
per, of Wilbraham, an experienced teacher. Her success 
was quite good, having secured the good will and respect 
of every pupil, they made very fair progress. The order 
and discipline was not quite so good as is desirable. 

Miss Mary E. Squier of Monson was employed to teach 
this department for the Winter, and taught one week 
when she, by the advice of the Superintendent, took 
charge of the Grammar Department. Miss Hattie L. 
Smith, of Palmer, of limited experience as teacher, was 
employed, and commenced with very promising prospects 
of succeeding, but after five weeks of hard trials became 
convinced that she could not maintain creditable order 
2 
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and discipline, and asked to be relieved, which, under the 
circumstances, was granted. 

The school being composed of several large boys, diflS.- 
cult to manage, Mr. S. H. Keith of Palmer was employed 
to teach the remainder of the term. In a few days he se¬ 
cured good order, and all was promising.; but the small 
pox, in two weeks afterwards^ caused the school to close 
for the winter, proving a failure to this department. 

GRAMMAR (OR GRADED) DEPARTMENT. 

It was the intention to have had a male teacher for this 
department for the Winter Term, but, being disappoint¬ 
ed, Miss Mary E. Squier taught the school, where she has 
labored as teacher for two years past, excepting one term. 
During this term the pupils have made very rapid and 
successful progress. The teacher commenced the Sum¬ 
mer term with strong prejudices against her, yet she suc¬ 
ceeded during the whole year in securing a very regular 
attendance of her pupils. The examination at the close 
of the Summer term was very creditable to her and the 
scholars, and was attended by a large number of the 
parents and citizens of the district. At the close, the 
pupils presented their teacher, to her surprise, a beautiful 
photograph album, as a token of respect for her valuable 
services. The school was very successful until the closing 
of the Winter term, at the time the others were, and for 
the same cause. 

Whole number of scholars in the district, one hundred 
and sixty-five ; number attended, one hundred and sixty- 
three, averaging for the year one hundred and thirty-six ; 
eighty-one per cent. 

BLANCHARDVILLE (mIXED). 

The Summer Term was taught by Mrs. Kellie J. Blake, 
(formerly Miss Smith,) a teacher of several terms’ experi¬ 
ence in this district. Her success was quite as good as on 
previous terms. 

Autumn Term, taught by Miss Cornelia Bates, a lady 
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possessing many of the desirable qualifications of the pre¬ 
vious teacher, but of very limited experience, which her 
pupils took advantage of, and conducted so badly that she 
could not suitably govern them; and after a term of six 
weeks, the school was closed at the request of the Super- 

The school having been a partial failure the A.utumn 
term it was desirable that no one should have charge of 
it the 'Winter term who would he likely to fail. Accord¬ 
ingly Miss Jennie E. Tupper, the teacher of the Fall 
term at the Depot, was engaged, and taught the school 
very successfully. The pupils made good improvement, 
and the examination was one of the best in the town. 


MASON DISTKICT NO. 4. 

The school in this district has been under the charge o 
Miss Mary E. Jones, for two years past, as teacher. Her 
success has been as good as any reasonable person could 
expect. The pupils have made very rapid progress in 
their studies and been inspired with much interest. The 
people of this district have often publicly expressed their 
high respect for the teacher, and manifested their deep in- 

Whole^number of scholars in the district, twenty-four. 
Average attendance twenty-one; eighty-eight per cent. 

FOSTEE DISTRICT NO. 5. 

Miss Abbie 0. Tyler of Warren, an experienced teach¬ 
er, has taught this school the past year very successfully. 
The pupils did not advance so far in Arithmetic an(i ge¬ 
ography, as those of many other districts, hut have been 
more thoroughly. The improvement in reading and spell¬ 
ing was very commendable. _ 

The people of this district take much interest in the 
schools, and do not allow small affairs to affect their pro- 

^ The whole number of pupils in the district between the 
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ages of five and fifteen years, twenty-one. Whole num¬ 
ber attended school seventeen; averaging sixteen; seventy- 
nine and a half per cent., as compared with the number 
in the district, and ninety-four per cent., of number at¬ 
tending. 

BUELEIGH DISTRICT NO. 6. 

The Summer Term was taught by Miss Sarah Sedgwick, 
a teacher, the mention of whose name is sufficient to con¬ 
vince the people of this town, that the school was a suc¬ 
cess. The average attendance this term, was ninety-two 
per cent. 

The ^SiV^iNTER Term of fourteen weeks, was under the 
charge of Miss Lucy M. Chaffee of Wilbraham, a teacher 
of experience. She failed to gain the good will and re¬ 
spect of her pupils, which is very necessary for a teachers 
complete success. Some of the scholars made quite fair 
progress, and others did not become interested, and of 
course did not learn much. A teacher has got to be a good 
disciplinarian, and possess much energy, in order to suc¬ 
ceed in this district. Whole number of scholars in the dis¬ 
trict, thirty. Number attending twenty-five, averaging 
twenty; sixty-six an^ two-thirds per cent. 

BLISS DISTRICT, NO. 8. 

The Summer Term of six weeks was taught by Miss 
Sarah Graves, a resident of the district. This was her 
first attempt at teaching school, and for the. short time, 
did very well. She will make a successful teacher. The 
school would have continued longer, had the School Com¬ 
mittee of Monson assured this town of a reasonable, defi¬ 
nite sum of money for its support. 

Winter Term was entrusted to F. G. Calkins, residing 
in what has been considered in the district. This was his 
first experience in teaching. Being so familiarly known 
by the scholars, he did not command the respect and rev¬ 
erence for him, that is desirable. However, most of his 
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pupils made good progress. Mr. Calkins was employed 
upon tke condition that he would teach for twelve dollars 
per month, and look to the town of Monson for thirty- 
five dollars of his wages. 

The School Committee of Monson still refuse to recog¬ 
nize this district as a union district, or do anything to make 
it a legal one. All the assurance they would make, was 
that they would do as much as they could, after providing 
for the schools in their town. The law is, the children of 
Monson can attend our schools upon such conditions as 
the School Committee of this town may impose. 

' GAMWELL DISTEICT NO. 9. 

The Summer Term was taught hy Miss Fannie Nelson, 
of Palmer. This was her first experience in teaching 
school, and she succeeded in keeping the school for the 
time she was employed, with ordinary success. Number 
attending ten, averaging nine ; ninety per cent. 

Winter Term, Miss Marcia Burley, teacher. The 
school was well conducted, and the scholars made very 
good progress. The examination was interesting, and at¬ 
tended by several of the parents of the district. Miss 
Burley has taught several terms of school in town and 
always succeeded in keeping good schools. Number at¬ 
tending fourteen, average twelve; eighty-five per cent. 
Whole number in the district, fifteen. 

BONDVILLE DISTKICT NO. 10. 

PEIMAEY DEPAETMENT. 

The school in this department has been under the 
charge of Mrs. Juliett Hitchcock, (formerly Miss Barnes) 
two past years, and has been conducted to the full satis 
faction of the people, pupils, and Committee.^ Mrs. Hitch¬ 
cock has been highly appreciated by the inhabitants ot 
the district. The average attendance was eighty-four per 
cent. . , -- - 
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INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss A. V. Hitchcock, of Palmer, has taught this divis¬ 
ion, during the past year very successfully. The pupils 
under her charge have made constant and commendable 
improvement and secured an average attendance for the 
year of eighty-two per cent. 

GRAMMAR (OR GRADED) DEPARTMENT. 

This department was established at the beginning of 
the Summer term, in consequence of the large number of 
scholars in the district that had attended the two depart¬ 
ments on previous terms, and with the prospect that they 
would most likely attend succeeding terms. 

The Summer and Autumn Terms were taught by Mr. 
Edwin S. Snow, a former teacher of the High School of 
this town. This school was quite small both terms, mak¬ 
ing the prospects of supporting an additional department 
very unpromising. 

The WiNTiiR Term was taught by Mr. Homer B. Bar¬ 
ton, a student of Amherst College, an experienced teacher. 
He very soon gained the respect and good will of his pu¬ 
pils and the people of the, district, which greatly enabled 
him to secure good order in his school. * The scholars 
soon became interested, and made good progress in their 
studies. Mr. B. is well qualified for a successful teacher. 

The whole number of scholars between the ages, of five 
and fifteen years is one hundred and seventy-one 5 whole 
number of attendance, one hundred and fifty-two; average 
attendance as compared with mumber in this district, is 
one hundred and seventeen; sixty-eight and one-half per 
cent. 

HASTINGS’ DISTRICT, NO. 11. 

The Summer Term was entrusted to Miss Emily Dor¬ 
man, who taught the school the previous year with good 
success, and secured the same this term. 

The Autumn and Winter Terms were taught by Miss 
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Lucy A. Hastings, a resident of the district and an expe¬ 
rienced teacher in this town. Both terms were success¬ 
fully taught, confirming her former good reputation. 

Whole number of pupils in the district, twenty-four; 
average attendance, fifteen ; sixty-two and one-half per 
cent. 

THORNDIKE DISTRICT, NO. 12. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

‘ The school in this department for the past year has been 
under the charge of Miss Mary E. Breard, resident of the 
district. Her success has been very good. The pupils 
under her charge have made rapid progress, and excellent 
discipline has been maintained. Miss Breard is one of 
our 6^5^ teachers. 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

This school has been taught the past two years by Miss 
A. Louisa Smith, resident of the district. It is sufficient 
to say that the school has steadily and greatly improved 
since she took charge of it. The best of discipline has 
been maintained. The examinations have been highly 
creditable, and the one at the close of the Winter term 
reflected the greatest credit upon the teacher and her pu¬ 
pils. Miss Smith has not her superior, as teacher, in this 
town. 

GRAMMAR (OR GRADED) DBPARTMBNT. 

,The Summer Term was entrusted to Miss Sophia Hor¬ 
ton, of Westfield, a graduate of the Normal School there, 
with little or no experience as a teacher. The school was 
largely attended at the commencement of the term, indi¬ 
cating that the people of the district were desirous of sus¬ 
taining the graded school. But from the inexperience of 
the teacher, and her incompetency to govern the school, 
one-third or more withdrew after attending two or three 
weeks, which left the school easier to manage, and with 
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the aid of Monitors succeeded in keeping it through with 
fair success. 

Autumn and Winteii Terms were taught by Miss Ade¬ 
laide Greenhill, an experienced teacher, and graduate of 
South Hadley Seminary. The partial failure of the school 
the Summer term has had the effect, no doubt, to make 
this school quite small both • terms. The pupils for the 
past two terms have made very good progress, and the 
school has been quite successfully conducted, though 
there was not so good order maintained as is desirable to 
have in this department. It being the highest, should be 
the model school. 

Tiie whole number of pupils in this district is one hun¬ 
dred and sixty; whole number of attendance, one hun¬ 
dred and forty-five; averaging, as compared with the 
whole number, ninety-two; fifty-seven and one-half per 
cent. 

DANIEL GRANGER, Superintendent. 


